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Proposed by: 1. Chinese Cooperative

Economics Association (CCEA) ; 2. Credit
Union League, ROC( CULROC) ; 3. Housing

Cooperative in Keelung, Taiwan.
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Establish a Cooperative Economy and Social
Economy Development Framework; Ensure
Citizens and Women have Equal Economic and

Social Rights'
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The trend of globalization has further
increased economic inequality in the capitalist
market, threatening in particular women’s
economic security. Aside from enterprises that
operate under the traditional market model,
the government should also duly implement
the “mixed-economy system” proposed in the
Gender Equality Policy Guidelines. By
developing cooperative enterprises that pursue
democracy and equality, and by stressing
economic strengths of non-profit
organizations that strive to promote public

welfare and are dedicated to empowering
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the public, women’s employment or
company startup may enjoy significant

changes.

CBREAFHEE CEFeBREN 4L

ehE  MRZBEEERHEREE
X IOWAENE THES TEE S FHE
HEAX -HEeRoE KT ENL -
HeEXtt BHREWEIFES -
The government has recently appointed
six ministries to jointly promote the “Social
Enterprise” concept; however, it still does not
include the whole scope of the *“Social
Economic Enterprises” concept promoted
by the international society. The “Social
Economic Enterprises” concept include a
more comprehensive scope consisting of
cooperatives, community enterprises, social
enterprises, foundations and associations
that operate like enterprises, and

disability-owned business enterprises.
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Countries such as the US, Germany, UK
and Sweden have long promoted the linking of
cooperative housing with credit unions and
labor cooperatives so as to provide better care
for their people. And yet in Taiwan, due to the
government’s long-term negligence and unfair
labor

taxation system, the care service

cooperatives (made up by 80% female
members) have been blocked from public
participation and have gradually faded out,
whereas small-size local care cooperatives are
difficult to maintain. As such, the situation in
Taiwan has completely deviated from the
international trend. The said reasons block the
Taiwanese people’s participation in bettering
the long-term care system, improving
environment security, and caring for disabled
families and their housing, and make it hard to
truly realize people’s freedom of association

and economic rights.
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The government lacks a com-
prehensive policy for cooperative economy,
neglects the sign that consumers
cooperatives’ operation within schools have
dropped over double folds. This not only
deviates from international development
trends, but also hinders the rooting of civil
economics education and blocks learning
through actual participation, and is also
not in accordance to stipulations of the
Constitution and Cooperatives Act. The
incoordination of regulations in respective
ministries, cities, and provinces, the lack
of administrative cooperation, and the
insufficient promotion of basic education
for freedom of association and economic
rights concepts, all act as obstacles on the
path to the establishment, operation, and

development of cooperatives.
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It is proposed that a basic law
stipulating the development of various
social economic enterprises should be
drafted, such as a *“Social Economy
Promotion Act.” The establishment of such
a law would provide a more comprehensive
and times-demanding legal economic
perspective, and serve as a legal basis for
social economy development, including
cooperatives, community enterprises, social
enter- prises, foundations and associations
that operate like enterprises, and
disability-owned business enterprises. It
would also avoid problems such as division
of government resources and administrative
incoordination, and further declare the
government’s determination in developing

a new economy.
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It is proposed for the Executive Yuan to
establish under itself a “Social Economy
Promotion Council” or “Cooperative and Social
Economy Promotion Council” headed by a
Minister without Portfolio (or higher rank). The
Council should include representatives from
cooperatives, social enterprises, foundations,
and corporations to establish public-private
partnership, and should also check, integrate
resources within the government’s economic,
labor, health and welfare, finance, and interior
agencies. The goal of the Council should not
only be of profit, but should also establish
itself into becoming a social economic
framework that balances common values of
social responsibility, justice and equality,
redistribution of wealth, and care for

minority groups.
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Government policies and actions should
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fully accord with guarantees stipulated in the
Cooperatives Act and in Article 145 of the
Constitution. They should also accord with
international social economic trends, such as
that stipulated in ILO Promotion of Co-
193),
Aimed at

operatives Recommendation (No.

United Nations Guidelines
Creating a Supportive Environment for the
Development of Cooperatives, and CEDAW
General Recommendation No.34 on the Rights
of Rural Women, so as to facilitate the social

economic benefits of cooperatives.
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To avoid any obstacles for co- operatives
development, the go- vernment should review
current existing laws. For example, cooperative
housing related regulations such as the Public
Housing Act, the Income Tax Act, the
Condominium Administration Act Building
Administration Division, the Land Act, the
Agricultural Development Act, and the
Regulations for Building Farm Houses on
Lands; labor related

Agricultural care

regulations such as the Value-Added and
Non-Value-Added Business Tax Act and the
Regulations for Qualification and Service of

Senior Citizens Welfare Service Providers.
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It is proposed to adopt the gender equality
education implementation model in embedding
the contents and concepts of love, care, mutual
assistance, cooperative economics, freedom of
association, economic rights, and actual
operations into basic textbook materials of
“Civics” courses at all levels of basic
education. It is also suggested to include
concepts, values, and actual operations of
“cooperative and social economy” into
government personnel and private employment

training programs. For example, assist the



public in better understanding the concepts
of cooperatives, credit unions, community
enterprises, social enterprises, foundations
and associations that operate like
enterprises, and disability-owned business
enterprises. Also, assist the people in fully
under-standing guarantees stipulated in the
Civil and

International Covenant on

Political Rights and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which enables them to enjoy diverse
financial and economic participation
channels through which they may choose a
new friendly and innovative social economy

model.
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It is also proposed for the Executive

Yuan to become the competent authority
overlooking cooperative affairs, and to
empower all government agencies
implementing cooperative affairs with the
right to formulate social benefit and
welfare policies so as to fully realize the
basic national policy of encouraging and
businesses, as

assisting cooperative

stipulated in the Constitution.

2017 =58 No. 96 B XEE &

= - 558

aERERMEREE 45 FR
B R T BRRMT R ATHARTR
IR —ftte AL SEEHEART TR
o mABE HILE 2015 F 5 AEE A
FrEEgHSR HAATBELE - BE L
BERI - B PE B EXEHT A F
HEREA BERE  EWMAEMELESL
TR 305 NPO [ 4 B 8 - 7e sbBR S Y
2 BMFEESL AWANRTRBERAL
B R EHREEEGRTHE FUN
WERER BRBUNTEARNEE LR
FHETRETALEEES HHBe
BN #B e FHBE (CHEE > A1F
HEERABETHRERAE T 1% Al
BME > B EFAEE KA 2030 Fy 1T
EAFRBREBEHTH A S EEEELE
ERET—RAFES > wBONH 2 ED
BERMRE Rz eBEUREL
TR HEEE S -

(AX % BETERASLBEL A
BEFHRETHLFERHIFE)

17



